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It Pays To Cover Your Hay Stack! 
 

Square bale stacks are subject to severe 
deterioration if left uncovered.  It is not unusual 
to have spoilage in the top two rows which 
represents a loss of 5-10% in a stack 16 bales 
high or as much as 25% in one 7-9 bales high. 
 
“Loss of this extent would justify the purchase of 
a reinforced plastic cover”. 
 --Robertson – Harvest and Forage Crops 

 
 

 

EXAMPLE: 
 

Based on 16”x18”x36” bales with average bale weight of 70# 
  (Each stack wagon sized at 9.33’ high x 9’ wide x 11.5’ deep) 
Stack size 7 bales (9.333’) high x 6 bales (18’) wide x 4 wagons (48’) long 
   (Each stack is two stack wagons wide by 4 stack wagons long) 
Stack contains ~1,288 bales * 70lbs = 45.08 tons. 
  (Each wagon load contains ~161 bales.  Stack holds 8 stacks) 
$125/ton = $5,635.00 
Estimated spoilage loss – 11% (top layer)  $619.85 
Cost of Performer 33’x48’ Square Bale Tarp  $444.91 
FIRST YEAR SAVINGS    $174.94 

 
Three year savings of $1,414.64 

(Based on $619.85 x 3 less $444.91) 
 

Where else can you invest $444.91 and collect a  
$1,414.64 profit in three years! 

 
Some farmers will say, “But I never lose all the top bales since I feed them to my cows.  Only about half 
the bale is spoiled.”  That would mean a loss of 50% of the nutrition value of the top bales.  Then 
recalculate the figures above and ask your self again – “Where can I invest $441.91 and collect a 
$1,414.64 profit in 3 years?”  These kinds of investment potentials are hard to find.  What better place can 
you find to invest your money than in your own business and the protection of crops you have worked hard 
to produce? 
 
I often hear hay growers say, “Performer Hay Tarps often pay for themselves the first time it rains.” 
  --Glen Knopp, President ITC 
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